








Part 11/ Section VIII: Developments Under Special Protection Measures

11 ARTICLE 36 - OTHER FORMS OF EXPLOITATION
The child has the right to protection from all forms of exploitation prejudicial to
any aspects of the child’s welfare not covered in articles 32, 33, 34 and 35.

11.1  Singapore laws provide for the protection of children from all forms of
exploitation. The Government continues to review, periodically, various legislation to
ensure their relevance and to safeguard the interests of children.

12 ARTICLE 35 — SALE, TRAFFICKING AND ABDUCTION
1t is the State’s obligation to make every effort to prevent the sale trafficking and
abduction of children

12.1  As indicated in paragraphs 527 to 528 of the Initial Report, Singapore does not
tolerate offences related to trafficking of children. Offences under the CYPA and the
WC include the unlawful transfer of possession, custody or control of a child and
trafficking for the purpose of prostitution which carry penalties such as imprisonment,
fine and caning. Other acts related to trafficking are also offences under the Penal Code
(Cap.224). Police investigate all reports of alleged trafficking and officers are
experienced and competent in handling such cases. Officers handling such cases are
trained in interview techniques to equip them to conduct interviews. Translators are also
present during the interviews with cases involving foreigners to facilitate the interview
process. Interviews and screenings conducted with foreigners allow officers to identify
information on potential trafficking syndicates.

12.2  Investigations revealed that there were no substantiated cases between 2005 and
2007. The Police have also proactively initiated investigations into suspected cases of
trafficking arising from anti-vice operations. In addition to strict laws and tough
enforcement, facilities, programmes and services to provide care and protection to
victims of trafficking, especially those who are sexually exploited are provided by
Government and non-government agencies.

12.3  The Singapore Police Force has in place facilities and programmes to provide care
and protection to victims of trafficking and prostitution, especially those who are sexually
exploited. The Police also work with MCYS on some of these services that come under
the ambit of the National Family Violence Networking System. These include hotline
services, counseling services, translation services and residential services.

12.4  These services and programmes are provided by Government and non-
government agencies. When a case is known to MCYS, there are protocols to ensure that
the needs of the victim are met, such as whether the victim is in need of medical attention,
or if there has been incidence of abuse, the victim will be assisted in making the police
report.

12.5 In view of the amendments to the Penal Code and other efforts to protect children
from exploitation, MCYS in consultation with agencies, is reviewing the Optional
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Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and pornography, and to ensure that our legislations and provisions meet the
requirements of the optional protocol.

13 ARTICLE 30 — CHILDREN BELONGING TO A MINORITY OR AN
INDIGENOUS GROUP

Children of minority communities and indigenous populations have the right to enjoy

their own culture and to practice their own religion and language.

13.1 As indicated in paragraph 165 of the Initial Report, Article 152 of the Singapore
Constitution provides that it shall be the responsibility of the Government to care for the
interests of racial and religious minorities in Singapore.

13.2  Singapore values its multi-racial and multi-cultural heritage. Community Self-
Help Groups continue to play important roles in helping the less advantaged in their
respective communities to grow and thrive. Children in Singapore learn to appreciate one
another’s cultures from a young age through activities like Racial Harmony Day in
schools. IRCCs (as mentioned at paragraph 2.11 in Section III. Developments Under
General Principles, of this Report) also help to promote understanding, trust and respect
among different races and religions.

13.3  Singapore promotes awareness and appreciation of its multi-cultural heritage
through the preservation and interpretation of the nation's history and material culture in
the context of its multi-cultural origins. The Asian Civilisations Museum (ACM) was
developed in 2003 with the primary aim of promoting our multi-cultural heritage. Its
mission is to explore and present the cultures and civilisations of Asia so as to promote
awareness and appreciation of the ancestral cultures of Singaporeans and their links to
Southeast Asia and the world. The ACM is organised thematically according to different
geographical and cultural regions in the world - Southeast Asia, China, West Asia and
South Asia. Beyond these permanent galleries in ACM which showcase representative
collections of all our ethnic minority groups, National Heritage Board museums have
staged many exhibitions on our ethnic minority groups to promote better understanding
of these cultures.

(A) Children Living or Working on the Street
13.4  Singapore’s social support system and strong employment protections for children

provide adequate support for situations of children living or working on the street.
Singapore does not have a problem of street children.
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